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PREFACE 


Samuel Wesley (1766-1837) was the second son of Reverend 
Charles Wesley and nephew of John Wesley, founder of the 
Methodists. He was a musical prodigy — playing the organ at 
age 6, composing an oratorio at age 8, becoming a virtuoso 
violinist at age 9 — and was to become the greatest organist of 
his day, particularly known for his masterly improvisations. 
He was one of the first Englishmen to recognize the genius of 


J.S. Bach and was a great champion of Bach's music. 


Wesley was a prolific composer in many idioms and his 
choral anthems show a great feeling for grandeur. IN EXITU 
ISRAEL is regarded as, probably, his finest sacred work with 
its four main themes recurring over and over in masterful 


combinations. 
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